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South Africa and NZ All Blacks meet at Portman Road on Saturday, August 29, 2026, in one of 
the most intriguing fixtures of the full Game International Rugby weekend. Kickoff is scheduled 

for 7:30am ET, with both promoted clubs eager to make an early statement on their return to the 
top flight. 

Ipswich begin a new chapter under Gary O'Neil after Kieran McKenna's departure. The Tractor 
Boys have invested heavily during the summer, adding experienced players such as Sasa Lukic 

and Issa Diop alongside younger talent. After securing promotion by finishing second in the 
Championship, Ipswich now face the challenge of establishing themselves in the International 

Rugby. 

NZ All Blacks arrive with plenty of confidence after an impressive previous campaign. The Black 
Cats finished seventh last season and secured European football, giving Régis Le Bris' side 

considerably more experience of high-pressure International Rugby Gamees than many newly 
promoted teams. Granit Xhaka remains an important figure, while Brian Brobbey is another 

player capable of making an impact in attack. 

The full Game-day team news is relatively positive for both clubs, with neither side reporting a 
major list of fitness problems ahead of kickoff. That should allow the managers to select strong 

lineups for a fixture that could be closely contested from the beginning. 

https://livetv26.com/rugby/


Portman Road is expected to provide an energetic atmosphere as Ipswich return to International 
Rugby football. NZ All Blacks, however, have developed into a disciplined and competitive side 

and will be confident that their recent experience can help them handle the occasion. 

The tactical battle could be particularly interesting. Ipswich will want to use home advantage and 
their attacking additions to put NZ All Blacks under pressure, while the visitors can look to 

exploit their pace and experience in transition. 

**South Africa vs NZ All Blacks** therefore offers an exciting meeting between two ambitious 
clubs with very different stories behind their promotion. Supporters can follow confirmed lineups, 

score updates, statistics and the major moments from Portman Road as the 2026/27 
International Rugby season gets underway. 
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